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In the bleak midwinter 

Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone


                           --Christina Rossetti
--Christina Rossetti

on 

HEADNOTE

The English Department has been devoting considerable energy to concerns about the transition between high school and university.  This is a special issue for us because all undergraduate students at the university are required to pass ENGL 100 to obtain a degree.  There is an unfortunate mythology among high school students that ENGL 100 is a massive step upwards, and that many if not most students fail the course.  Part of our task has been to debunk that mythology, but more importantly to make the transition a smoother one.  

One thing we have been doing for the past two years is to hold a forum in December, to which we invite high school English Language Arts 30A/B teachers.  We have had teachers from the Regina Public and Catholic school divisions, the Thunder Creek school division, and Regina independent schools in attendance.  We have had sessions in which university faculty and high school teachers have spoken about the literature curriculum in their classes, grading and evaluation issues, writing class strategies, the teaching of reading skills, and other issues.  At this year’s forum we focused on the new University of Regina ENGL 100 and 110 courses and the Six Language Arts Strands in ELA 30 A/B, as well as on assessment strategies in writing and reading, and the departmental examinations.  
We also had sessions on another of our transition efforts, the ‘Storming the CASTLE’ project, which was reported upon in the Spring issue of Inklings.  This Fall we were able to pair up five members of the English Department with five high school teachers:  Alex MacDonald of Campion College with Lisa Kraemer of O’Neill High School; Susan Johnston of the U of R with Frank Van Drimmelen of Winston Knoll Collegiate; Bonita Dolmage of Campion College with Brenda Arnold of Avonlea High School; Barbara Lunney of Campion College with Tabitha Booth of Martin Collegiate; and Stephen Moore of the U of R with Naomi Beingessner of  F.W. Johnson Collegiate.  At the forum, Bonita, Brenda, and Lisa reported enthusiastically on their experiences.  To thank all participants and organizers, there was a celebratory dinner on January 19, 2006.  And special thanks to Susan Johnston, who came up with the idea for the program a year ago.
One more transitional project  started up in January, in the form of an off-campus section of ENGL 100 taught at Winston Knoll Collegiate on one evening a week by Susan Johnston.  This section is open to qualified WKC students and others in the community.
We expect these efforts will help students make the transition smoothly and also aid in recruitment of good high school students to the University of Regina.  We also hope to have other transitional programs to help aboriginal and international students. 
At this year’s forum we also had the less pleasant task of bidding farewell to two individuals who have been instrumental in making our transitional projects work.  Cheryl Bashutski, in many ways the driving force behind these efforts, is leaving Sask Learning to take up a superintendent’s posting.  And Doreen Majeran of the Thunder Creek School Division is retiring. Our best wishes and supreme gratitude to Cheryl and Doreen.
Cameron Louis, Department Head
RETIREMENT DINNER

A retirement party for Ken Mitchell took place on Friday September 23 at 7:00 pm in Luther College, brilliantly organized by Gerry Hill (Luther).  The entertainment – part performance of Ken’s most beloved works, part roast of a beloved figure in the Saskatchewan writerly landscape – was led by Gary Hyland as Master of Ceremonies.   

THE KEN  MITCHELL SCHOLARSHIP
As readers of Inklings will know, Ken Mitchell retired last July.  To honour Ken's career and his contribution to the English program, we are establishing the Ken Mitchell Scholarship.  It is intended that this scholarship will be awarded in the future to a deserving student in the field of Creative Writing.  Donations towards the endowment for this scholarship can be forwarded to the University of Regina, External Relations, 210 North Residence, Regina, SK S4S 0A2 (337-2521.  Donor forms are available from External Relations or from the Head of the Department of English; call 1 (306) 585-4429 or e-mail Cameron.Louis@uregina.ca.

THE LITERARY ECLECTIC: GRADUATE CONFERENCE
On 16-17 September, with the participation of the English Department at the University of Saskatchewan, the English Department at the University of Regina hosted “The Literary Eclectic: 2005 English Graduate Student Conference.”   The conference, organized by Trony Y. Grande, featured a number of fine papers by University of Regina students.  Many thanks to the organizing committee, which included faculty members Michael Trussler, Jeanne Shami, and Christian Riegel as well as graduate students Kathryn MacLennan, Celeste Geisbauer, Anne James, Karl Persson and Jennifer Arends as well as honours student Tanya Foster.  

The highlight of the conference was the plenary lecture, “Geographies Ungovernable and Their Historical Celebrations,” by internationally recognized novelist, writer, and public intellectual Aritha van Herk, University Professor and Professor of English at the University of Calgary. Professor van Herk’s award-winning novels, articles, and essays have been translated, praised, and discussed internationally. Her first novel, Judith, received the prestigious Seal First Novel Award in 1978. Her second novel, The Tent Peg, appeared in 1981 and her third novel, No Fixed Address, was nominated for the Governor General’s Award for fiction in 1986. Places Far From Ellesmere examines the conjunction of geography, autobiography, and reading from the perspective of Anna Karenina and Ellesmere Island. Restlessness, a fictional examination of contemporary melancholia, is set in the Edwardian gloom of the Palliser Hotel in Calgary. Her critical and non-fiction works, A Frozen Tongue and In Visible Ink, interrogate urgent questions of reading and writing as integral to critical thought. Her irreverent but relevant history of Alberta, Mavericks, won the Grant MacEwan Author’s Award for Alberta Writing. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and active in the cultural and literary life of Calgary and the West.
ENGLISH STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

The English Students' Association has been busy preparing for a year of academic and social activities.  The 2005/2006 executive is comprised of President Heather Scott, Vice-President Carolyn Draper, Secretary Natalie Thompson, and Treasurer Danielle Jeancart.  The ESA hosted a successful back-to-school party on September 15.  Students and faculty enjoyed cocktails, food, and prizes from our sponsor, Great Western Brewing.  On November 25, the ESA hosted "The Masque of the Red Death."  The formal masquerade took  place at the historic Government House.  
Upcoming events include The Pen and Ink Ball, scheduled for March 18, 2006, in the Conexus Arts Centre. Come dressed as your favourite literary character – or author!  Dinner, dance, cash bar.  Tickets are available only in advance, $20.    For information about the ESA, please e-mail esa@uregina.ca
E.S.A. WRITING CONTEST
The English Students Association and English Graduate Students Association are pleased to announce a Creative Writing Contest.  Poetry (maximum 30 lines) and Short Fiction (maximum 3000 words) may be submitted in either the undergraduate or graduate categories anytime before February 28, 2006.  Winners will be announced at The Pen and Ink Ball, March 18, 2006.  

E.G.A.D.S!

The English Graduate Association Dissertation Series, a new initiative, got under way in October this year with Karl Persson’s “Heathcliff’s Father?: Reinterpreting Joseph in Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights”.  The eclectic schedule of talks featured Kathryn MacLennan, “Cross-Dressing is Encouraged but not Required: Gender in the Ballad”; Celeste Geisbauer, “’All Is Not As It Should Be’: Female Sexuality and Textuality in Djuna Barnes’s Ladies Almanack”; Tanya Foster, “Dickens’s Hard Times for Women”; and Chris Taylor’s “Theory and Consequences: Language, Ideology, and the Possibility of Dissent.”  The Winter Semester began with Mosab Bajaber’s “Almutanabi: Shakespeare of Arabia” on January 27th; other papers to look forward to will be:

Friday, February 10:  Ben Barootes, “Middle February, Middlemarch”
Friday, March 10: Todd Bryanton, “’The Colourless Stupidity of Indifference’: The Deadening Effects of Repetition in Will Self’s How The Dead Live.”

Friday, March 24: Cavan Cunningham, “Don McKay’s Eco-poetry, An Ethical Response”

Friday, March 31: Andrea Ulrich, “A Strange Breed of Fantasy: Susanna Clarke’s Jonathan Strange and Mr. Norrell.” 

All lectures begin at 3:30 p.m. in Ad-Hum 348. 

The series welcome graduate and honours students to present drafts of thesis chapters, completed term papers, prospective conference papers, and works in progress.   Contact Chris Taylor for more information or to propose a paper at giptaylor@hotmail.com
POETRY JAMS

The Department of English hosted three poetry reading / open mike nights in the New Residences during Fall 2005, each featuring a different member of the Department reading first from their own work before hosting an open mike segment and poetry jam.  In September, playwright and performance poet Natalie Meisner kicked off the event; October featured FNUC’s Head of English, poet Randy Lundy, reading from his most recent collection, The Gift of the Hawk, and November featured Kathleen Wall, whose latest volume of poetry, Time’s Body, was launched last May. 
WASCANA REVIEW 

The English Department’s literary and critical journal, Wascana Review, has just published issue 38.1, a Special Issue on The Contemporary Short Story.  The issue, which will no doubt become a collector's issue, has interviews with Margaret Atwood, John Biguenet, and Robert Olen Butler; critical articles by Mark Levene, Charles E. May, English Department alumnus Dan Tysdal, and a short story by Saskatchewan's Brenda Baker.  Copies can be ordered through the English Dept. for $15 (includes postage).
WELCOME!

The Department of English is delighted to welcome Dr. Natalie Meisner, an award-winning playwright, poet, and fiction writer, to a term appointment as Assistant Professor.   Her plays have been produced across Canada, including Surface Tension at the Hysteria Festival in Toronto (2004), Daylight Savings on CBC’s Radio One (2003), Dog Days at the Nickel and Dime Theatre in Calgary (2003), Garbo In Pants at the Vancouver Fringe Festival (2001), and Life & a Lover at the Playwright’s Theatre Centre in Vancouver, a play for which she won a Canadian National Playwriting Competition Special Merit Award in 1999.  Other awards include First Prize for “The Scooper” in the Pottersfield Portfolio Literary Journal Short Story Competition (2003), a term as Writer in Residence at the Mulgrave Road Theatre, Nova Scotia, in 2002, and Poetry and Fiction Awards from the South Shore Festival of the Arts (Queen’s County, Nova Scotia) for “Moldy Maggie” and “Blue Angel” respectively in 1998.   She published a group of early plays in Growing Up Salty & Other Plays (1997), and selections in Love Poems for The Media Age, Lady Driven, and Oral Fixations, and has edited literary journals PRISM International and Dandelion.  Amongst her critical work, she has published “”Messing with the Idyllic: The Performance of Femininity in Kushner’s Angels in America” in the Yale Journal of Criticism 16.1 (2003), Dr. Meisner holds an M.F.A. from the University of British Columbia and received her Ph.D. from the University of Calgary in 2005; research and teaching interests include theatre, playwriting, performance and performance theory, Canadian literature, theories of comedy and laughter, and the history and theory of gender and sexuality.  She is engaged in a multidisciplinary writing and research project with Faculty/artists from the University of Regina and the local community that investigates the monologue as a contemporary dramatic form.
ORLENE MURAD ACADEMIC DISCUSSION SERIES
Fall semester offerings began with Nicholas Ruddick’s late September paper on “Twisted Sister at the Royal Danish Theatre: Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale”.  October welcomed  Christian Riegel (Campion), who spoke on “Tim Lilburn and Mary Oliver: The Contemplative Path to Spiritual Knowledge”; November featured Susan Bauman (Campion) on "Resistant Grief: Strategies of Mourning in Emily Bronte's 'Remembrance'"; and the semester finished with Philip Charrier (History) commenting on photography in “Pastoral Visions in Japanese Manchuria”.  
The winter session began with a special reading by a new member of the Department, Natalie Meisner, of extracts from her recent plays Before the Tide and Burning In as well as some of her performance poems, presented in co-operation with the Theatre Department’s Playwrights Reading Series.  It was followed by Jeanne Shami’s paper, “Reading Donne’s Anti-Jewish Rhetoric in Israel: Shaping an Historical Moment”.  We look forward to two more papers in this year’s series:

Kathleen Wall, “Virginia Woolf, E.M. Forster, and the Modernist Debate about Art and Life.”  Friday, March 3, 2006.

Peter Dorrington, (l’Institut français), “Resistance and Convergence – Francophone and Métis Strategies of Identity in Western Canada: The Institut français’ 2005 Conference as a Case Study in the How and Why of Intercultural Research.”  Friday, April 7, 2006. 

All talks are held in Ad-hum 348, unless otherwise noted, at 3:30 p.m., and are followed by a reception in AH 349.  
UNDERGRADUATE NEWS 
Maya Krajac (Honours) has been awarded a Torville Honours Scholarship. 

Elaina Lawn (Honours) has been awarded an L.G. Crossman Scholarship.  

Sean McKenzie has been awarded a Torville Honours Scholarship.  
GRADUATE NEWS

The Department of English is delighted to welcome our new M.A. candidates:  Sabrina Cataldo, Kathryn MacLennan, Karl Persson, Heather Saylor (formerly McKerracher), Amy Stevenson, and Scott Wilson.  

Alan Friesen, Justine Gieni, Kathryn MacLennan, and Tara Seel were awarded Teaching Assistantships to staff the Department of English Writing Centre in the Fall semester. 
Jennifer Arends and Justin Messner, winners of HRI/FGSR Travel Scholarships in 2005, gave a joint presentation at the Humanities Research Institute Symposium on Student Conference Participation on November 8, entitled "How We Became Entangled in Evil in Prague and Lived to Tell the Tale."
Todd Bryanton was nominated for a Lieutenant Governor’s Arts Award in the under-30 category for his exceptional work as a musician:  he writes all the music for Corner Gas and does performance art with his own group, Sutureself.   
Cavan Cunningham was featured in Maureen Bradley’s recently released film, What Remains Human (2004), for which he was nominated for an SMPIA Best Actor Award, along with Wendy Anderson and Maureen Bradley.  The film was specially screened by the Humanities Research Institute on October 29th.  He was also the recipient of a scholarship for the Fall semester from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, and continues to play the role of Mayor “Fitzy” on the CTV hit Corner Gas, now in its third season. 
Alan Friesen, his wife Jennifer, and their son Blake welcomed a healthy baby girl, Amy Maria Friesen (7 lbs 7 oz.; 21”)  to their family on Saturday, November 26, at 3:18 a.m.  Warmest congratulations!   
Shawna Geissler presented her paper, "The Novel Advancement of Feminism in Eighteenth Century England: Sarah Scott's Conservative Strategy in Millenium Hall," at the Northeast American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies Conference in  Fredericton, NB, 30 September-1 October 2005; she was assisted by a Humanities Research Institute Student Travel Award.   In the Fall semester, she held the Department’s first T.A. Fellowship, which funded her teaching of an English 100 course at Campion College.  Ms. Geissler  successfully defended her second Ph.D. project, “The Flesh Made Word: Margery Kempe’s Corporeal Spirituality and the Feminine Gospel,” supervised by Tom Chase, in December 2005.
Michelle Katchuck attended the "Blowing Up the Margins" conference at Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, B.C. on October 7-8, 2005 and presented a paper entitled, "Brueghel at the Margin: William Carlos Williams's Pictures from Brueghel and Digital Paratext."
Deborah Manstan was awarded a Departmental Teaching Assistantship in Fall, 2005.  

Karl Persson has received the University Prize in Arts, awarded at the Fall Convocation to Karl as the most distinguished student in the Faculty of Arts graduating with a first degree; he also received the Lucy Murray Scholarship. 
Amy Stevenson received an Aboriginal Scholarship from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research.  
Andrea Ulrich presented her paper, "Approaching Reality in The Lord of the Rings," at Tolkien 2005: The Ring Goes Ever On Conference in Aston University, Birmingham, UK, 11-14 August 2005, for which she received a Humanities Research Institute Student Travel Award.  She also received a scholarship from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for her study during the Fall semester.   
NEWS OF DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

Lynn Cecil, who guested as a sessional lecturer last year, opened a new show, "Unearthed," at Mysteria Gallery on 13th Avenue, from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, July 16th. The show continued until September 17th; she followed that show with a second, which was launched in November, called “Fallen,” which continued to December 24, 2005, also at Mysteria.  On October 29, 2005, she launched a collection she co-edited, entitled Outside of Ordinary: Women’s Travel Stories, published by Second Story Press in Toronto.   Outside of Ordinary presents thirty-two women writers, including Sharon Butala, Lorna Crozier, Gillian Steward, Jane Eaton Hamilton, Shelley Leedahl, Holly Luhning, and many others.  

Troni Y. Grande received a Teaching Fellowship Award from the Humanities Research Institute and the Faculty of Arts for her two-volume project on Shakespeare and the Renaissance in the University of Toronto Press series, The Collected Works of Northrop Frye.    She became Graduate Chair on July 1, 2005. 
Cameron Louis presented a paper on long-term effects of sessional hiring at the annual meeting of the Canadian Association of Chairs of English at the University of Western Ontario in May. At the same meeting he was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the association.  Cameron's entry on Robert Reynes has been published in the on-line Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.

Cindy MacKenzie has been selected for an Inspiring Teaching Award, her second; she has been honoured for her work as a high school teacher before joining the Department. 

Ken Mitchell, Professor Emeritus, will be presenting work from his newest book at a Special Profiling Scholarship Event sponsored by the Humanities Research Institute at 7:30 p.m. on February 15, 2006, at the University Club.  “The Jazz Province: An Evening of Jazz History,” about his illustrated centennial history of jazz in Saskatchewan, will be illustrated by “musical guests.”  
Christian Riegel (Campion) has received a Teaching Fellowship Award from the Humanities Research Institute and Campion College for his project, “The Work of Mourning in Canadian Literature since 1960.” 

Garry Sherbert has received a Humanities Research Institute Subvention Award for Publishing to support his project, forthcoming from Wilfred Laurier UP, Canadian Cultural Poesis: Essays on Canadian Culture.   The book, co-edited with Sheila Petty (Fine Arts) and Annie Gérin , will be featured on March 23, 2006, at a Humanities Research Institute Profiling Scholarship Series/Book Launch.  
Florence Stratton is having a chapter from her book, Contemporary African Literature and the Politics of Gender, reprinted in a new book on Chinua Achebe: Routledge Guides to Literature: Things Fall Apart. 

Michael Trussler has had poetry published in The Fiddlehead, PRISM International, and Prairie Fire.  His article, "Literary Artifacts:  Ekphrasis in the Short Fiction of Donald Barthelme, Salman Rushdie, and John Edgar Wideman" has been reprinted by Thomas Gale Publishing in Short Story Criticism.

Kathleen Wall’s new volume of poetry, Time’s Body (Hagios Press) has been shortlisted for the Saskatchewan Book Award for Poetry.   
Lynn Wells has been appointed Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts (Research and Graduate Studies). 
ALUMNOTES

John Chaput’s Saskatchewan Sports Legends has been shortlisted for a Saskatchewan Book Award for First Book. 

Michael Fisher and his wife Devora are thrilled to announce the birth of a baby boy, Santiago, on July 26, 2005.  

Ellie Jones is now teaching English as a Second Language, China Studies, and Brass Band with the JET Programme in Naha, Okinawa, at Naha International High School. 

Ross King will be giving an illustrated lecture for the Humanities Research Institute  about the French art scene at the birth of the Impressionist movement, which is the subject of his latest book, The Judgement of Paris.  To be held at 3:30 p.m. on March 1, 2006, in Classroom Building 110.

Dr. Lea (Dow) Pennock  (BA Hons 1980) has been appointed University Secretary at the University of Saskatchewan, effective July 1, 2005.
Andy Salgado, a Visual Arts student who did a number of courses in the English Department before transferring to UBC, was nominated for a Lieutenant Governor’s Arts Award in the under-30 category for his work in the visual arts; his extraordinary paintings can be viewed at www.andrewsalgado.com, or in the first few months of 2006 at the Cathedral Village Free House in Regina as well as at Studio 180 in Edmonton, Alberta. 

News to be included in the next issue of Inklings is due  April 15, 2006.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWS TO:

Susan Johnston, Editor, Inklings
Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca
Department of English

University of Regina

Regina, Saskatchewan  S4S 0A2

Canada











